
REGISTER      

The Steubenville

www.diosteub.org  Vol. 78, No. 14          SerViNg 13 couNtieS iN SoutheaSt ohio                              March 3, 2023

(File photo)

Bishop Gilbert I. Sheldon celebrates
70 years since priesthood ordination

 STEUBENVILLE — Diocese of Steubenville 
Bishop Emeritus Gilbert I. Sheldon is celebrating 
70 years of ordination to the priesthood. 
 Bishop Sheldon was born Sept. 20, 1926, in 
Cleveland, one of 12 children of Ignatius P. and 
Stephanie J. Olszewski Sheldon.
 He enlisted in the  U.S. Army Air Force, as an 
aviation cadet, upon graduation from high school 
in 1944.
 He was ordained to the priesthood Feb. 28, 
1953, by Diocese of Cleveland Archbishop 
Edward F. Hoban. 
 In 1976, he was ordained auxiliary bishop of 
Cleveland by Bishop (later Cardinal) James A. 
Hickey.
 Bishop Sheldon served as a bishop for 26 years, 
16 as an auxiliary in Cleveland and 10 as diocesan 
bishop in Steubenville.

Bishop Emeritus Gilbert I. Sheldon

Official
	 Diocese	 of	 Steubenville	Bishop	 Jeffrey	M.	
Monforton	 announced	 that	Msgr. Mark J. 
Froehlich, a retired diocesan priest, has been 
added to the Diocese of Steubenville’s List of 
Priests Accused of Abuse.
	 On	May	 22,	 2018,	 Bishop	Monforton	 re-
moved	Msgr.	 Froehlich	 from	 active	ministry	
due to credible allegations of sexual abuse 
against him. Subsequent investigation has 
deemed these accusations to be credible but not 
substantiated.  
 Any person aware of abuse by anyone serving 
on behalf of the Catholic Church in the Diocese 
of Steubenville is encouraged to contact dioc-
esan and civil authorities. In the diocese, people 
should contact the Victim Assistance Service at 
victimassistance43952@gmail.com or telephone 
(740) 278-3455.

Soon-to-be Catholics continue their journeys

News Brief

By Matthew A. DiCenzo
Staff writer

 STEUBENVILLE — “Repent, and believe in the Gospel.”
	 Steubenville	Bishop	 Jeffrey	M.	Monforton	 celebrated	
Ash	Wednesday	Mass	in	Berkman	Theater,	Lanman	Hall,	
at Catholic Central High School, Steubenville, Feb. 22.
 Father Joshua D. Erickson, chaplain of Catholic Central 
High	School	and	Bishop	John	King	Mussio	Central	Junior	
High	School,	Steubenville,	concelebrated	the	Mass.
 According to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
website (www.usccb.org): “Lent is a 40-day season of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving that begins on Ash Wednesday and 
ends at sundown on Holy Thursday. It’s a period of prepara-
tion to celebrate the Lord’s resurrection at Easter.”
	 Ash	Wednesday	is	“a	tradition	that	finds	its	roots	in	the	
Old Testament,” reads the U.S. bishops’ website. It quotes 
the Book of Daniel, Chapter 9, Verse 3: “I turned to the 
Lord God, to seek help, in prayer and petition, with fasting, 
sackcloth and ashes.” 
 The website states: “When the ashes are placed on our 
foreheads in the sign of the cross, it is a reminder of several 
things. First, it is a call to repentance: a physical sign that we 
are sinners in need of forgiveness, which is how the prophets 

Bishop celebrates Ash Wednesday Mass at CCHS

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton 
distributes ashes during the celebration of Ash 
Wednesday Mass at Catholic Central High School, 
Steubenville, Feb. 22. (Photo by DiCenzo)To Page 4

By Dino Orsatti
Editor

 MINGO	JUNCTION/MARIETTA		—	The	journey	for	two	
dozen of the 70 soon-to-be church members in the Diocese 
of	Steubenville	took	a	major	step,	a	journey	shared	by	tens	of	
thousands in dioceses across the United States and around the 
world. Catechumens and candidates throughout the northern 
counties of the diocese participated in the Order of Christian 
Initiation of Adults, Feb. 26, when they gathered at St. Agnes 
Church,	Mingo	Junction,	with	Steubenville	Bishop	Jeffrey	
M.	Monforton.		
 The Rite of Election will be held for the southern coun-
ties	in	the	diocese	March	5	at	the	Basilica	of	St.	Mary	of	the	
Assumption,	Marietta.
 During the Easter Vigil, catechumens will receive 
baptism,	confirmation	and	first	Eucharist.	Candidates,	who	 To Page 12

are baptized Christians, will enter full communion with the 
church	by	receiving	confirmation	and	first	Eucharist.
 Parish pastors, OCIA teams, sponsors and family members 
of	the	catechumens	and	candidates	enjoyed	lunch	at	the	St.	
Agnes parish hall prior to the diocesan celebrations.
	 Josh	Weeks,	who	is	Catholic,	said	he	is	“very	fulfilled”	that	
is wife, Angela, and their son, Curtis, will become Catholics 
and he looks forward to going to church together as a family 
at	St.	Mary,	Shadyside.	Angela	called	the	process	“a	great	
learning experience and proud to be closer to God.” Her 
sponsor,	Pamela	Boyd	said	she	enjoyed	being	a	participant	
in	the	St.	Mary	OCIA	and	it	made	her	realize	“what	it	takes	
to be a Catholic.”
 Candidate Jacob Lane of Wintersville said he wrestled with 
the idea of becoming Catholic after many discussions about 

Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton, pictured left, signs the Book of the Elect, as Deacon 
Paul D. Ward observes, during the Rite of Election, Feb. 26, at St. Agnes Church, Mingo Junction. Bishop 
Monforton, right photo, congratulates candidate Jacob Lane. (Photos by Orsatti)
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Suspect confesses to the murder of Auxiliary Bishop David O’Connell

Bishop David O’Connell
(CNA photo)

By Joe Bukuras
Catholic News Agency

	 LOS	ANGELES	—	Carlos	Medina,	
the husband of Los Angeles Auxiliary 
Bishop David O’Connell’s housekeeper, 
has admitted to murdering the bishop, Los 
Angeles District Attorney George Gascón 
said in a press conference.
 “He admitted that he had done the killing 
and we believe we recovered the weapon 
that they were using, and we have other 
evidence from the bed, certain things that 
indicate that they were in the place where 
the killing occurred,” Gascón said in Span-
ish, translated here by CNA.
 Additionally, Gascón revealed that 
Bishop O’Connell had sustained multiple 
gunshot wounds. It was reported earlier  
that when Bishop O’Connell was found 
he had sustained “at least” one gunshot 
wound to his upper body while in his 
bedroom,	Los	Angeles	Sheriff	Robert	Luna	
said. 

 Gascón said that a deacon found Bishop 
O’Connell after he was shot, adding that 

“the way that the body was” appeared as 
if Bishop O’Connell might have died of 
natural causes. When paramedics arrived, 
it became clear that his death was the result 
of suspicious circumstances, he said.
 Detectives also revealed that they 
believed that the suspect was not moti-
vated by money. A tipster had reportedly 
told	police	 that	Medina	had	 said	Bishop	
O’Connell owed him money. 
 Bishop O’Connell was murdered on 
Saturday, Feb. 18, in his Hacienda Heights 
home and authorities were on an around-
the-clock manhunt in search of the killer. 
 In detectives’ search for the killer, Luna 
said that Sunday evening they were tipped 
off	about	a	person	of	interest	in	the	city	of	
Torrance, which is about a 45-minute drive 
southwest of Hacienda Heights.
	 Detectives	identified	the	person	of	inter-
est	as	Medina	on	Sunday	evening	after	the	
tipster	told	them	that	Medina	was	exhibit-
ing “strange” and “irrational” behavior. 
He	was	arrested	on	Monday	morning	and	
charged on Wednesday.
 Gascón said that the evidence shows 
there was no forced entry, “so we’ll have to 
assume that there was a key or some other 
forms, and he had done some work in the 
house previously as well.”
	 If	convicted,	Medina	faces	35	years	to	
life in prison.
 Several clerics spoke about the murder, 
including Los Angeles Archbishop Jose 
Gomez, who broke into tears and struggled 
to complete his comments on Bishop 
O’Connell.
 “Out of his love for God, he served this 
city for more than 40 years,” Archbishop 
Gomez said. 
 “Every day he worked to show com-
passion to the poor, to the homeless, to 
the immigrant, and to all those living on 
society’s margins. He was a good priest 
and a good bishop and a man of peace, and 
we are very sad to lose him,” Archbishop 
Gomez said. 
 Among those to comment on social me-
dia was Bishop Robert Barron of Winona-
Rochester,	Minnesota,	who	was	ordained	
an auxiliary bishop of Los Angeles with 
Bishop O’Connell in 2015.
 “From the moment I met him, I was 
struck by his goodness, kindness, prayer-
fulness, and simplicity of heart,” Bishop 
Barron tweeted.
 “Throughout the course of my years in 
the L.A. Archdiocese, Bishop Dave was 
a constant source of support, encourage-

ment, and good humor,” Bishop Barron 
continued.
 “He dedicated his priesthood to serving 
the poor. I can honestly say that he was one 
of the most Christ-like men I’ve known. 
May	he	rest	in	peace.”
 Bishop O’Connell is also being mourned 
in his home country of Ireland.
 He was born in 1953 in County Cork, on 
Ireland’s southern coast. He was baptized 
at Sacred Heart Church in the village of 
Glounthaune, where he later served as an 
altar boy. Sacred Heart was also where 
he	celebrated	his	first	Mass	following	his	
ordination in 1979.
 Father Tom Hayes, a priest of the lo-
cal Diocese of Cork and Ross, said his 
entire parish – about an hour’s drive from 
O’Connell’s – is talking about the tragic 
killing. Bishop O’Connell maintained 
close ties to Cork, returning at least once 
a year, most recently last summer, Father 
Hayes said. 
	 Father	Damian	O’Mahony,	co-pastor	of	
Bishop O’Connell’s home parish of Sacred 
Heart, told CNA that “Bishop Dave never 
forgot his native home here in Cork,” de-
scribing him as “a proud Corkman, and he 
always let people know.”
 “Naturally, those parishioners who knew 
Bishop Dave and those who know his fam-
ily here in the parish were very shocked 
and upset and there was an air of disbelief,” 
Father	O’Mahony	told	CNA.	
	 At	the	regularly	scheduled	Mass	Feb.	20,	
Father	O’Mahony	noted	 that	O’Connell	
has several surviving family members in 
County Cork, including a brother. 
 “We also pray for and remember his fam-
ily at this time in the parish … his many, 
many friends in this time of heartbreak, 
shock, tears, sadness, and sorrow and all 
here in the parish who would have known 
him	as	well,”	Father	O’Mahony	said.
 Bishop Fintan Gavin of Bishop 
O’Connell’s hometown said ,“We will pray 
for	Bishop	David	at	Mass	throughout	the	
Diocese of Cork and Ross in the coming 
days, asking the Lord to comfort his fam-
ily, his colleagues, and all the bereaved. 
Bishop David worked tirelessly for peace 
and harmony in communities; may he now 
rest in the peace of the Lord.” 
	 A	memorial	Mass	was	held	for	Bishop	
O’Connell at St. John Vianney church in 
Hacienda	Heights,	March	1.
	 Father	O’Mahony	 said,	 “Another	me-
morial	Mass	will	be	held	at	a	later	date	in	
Bishop O’Connell’s native parish.

 The Catholic Bishops of Ohio have 
issued the following letter about the pro-
posed amendment to Ohio’s Constitution 
for the November 2023 ballot, which 
threatens life in its earliest stages.

 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 Peace be with you! As Catholics, we 
are committed to protecting the sanctity 
of human life no matter the circumstances 
or stage of development. We live this out 
by, among other things, accompanying the 
poor and needy, refugees and immigrants, 
prisoners on death row, young mothers, and 
children. 
 In Ohio, the dignity of life in its earliest 
stages is threatened by groups proposing 
an amendment to Ohio’s Constitution for 
the November 2023 ballot that would en-
shrine and expand abortion at the expense 
of protections for preborn children and 
women. The Church must not be silent and 
cannot remain on the sidelines when con-
fronted with such a clear threat to human 
life. This proposal demands a response, 
and we strongly encourage Catholics and 
all people of good will in Ohio to work 
against including the proposed  amendment 
for the November ballot and, if it appears 
on the ballot, vote against the amendment 
to prevent countless deaths of preborn, 
innocent children.
 Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, reminds 
us that “Our defense of the innocent unborn 
...	needs	to	be	clear,	firm	and	passionate,	
for at stake is the dignity of a human life, 
which is always sacred and demands 
love for each person, regardless of his 
or her stage of development” (Gaudete 
et Exsultate, no. 101). Our commitment 
to protecting and promoting life includes 
providing resources and accompanying 
women during and after pregnancy through 
our numerous social service agencies, 
schools, and parishes. This commitment 
also	 includes	 rejecting	 abortion	 expan-
sion, which only perpetuates a throwaway 
culture that does not value human life.
 The Catholic Conference of Ohio will be 
collaborating with statewide organizations, 

and	 diocesan	 respect	 life	 offices	will	 be	
seeking volunteers to help coordinate a 
campaign	at	every	parish.	More	information	
and materials will become available as 
we mobilize to oppose the proposed 
amendment on the November 2023 ballot. 
 We, the Catholic Bishops of Ohio, stand 
with you, our faithful, in our commitment 
in the name of the Lord of Life, to each 
human person from conception to natural 
death.	Let	us	unite	in	fasting	and	offering	
this prayer: 
 God our loving Father, grant wisdom 
to those who govern us, compassion and 
courage to those who work to defend 
human life, and safety and care to every 
human being. For you alone who formed 
us in our mothers’ wombs, and who call 
us home to heaven, are God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

With you in Christ Jesus,

Most	Rev.	Dennis	M.	Schnurr
Archdiocese of Cincinnati

Most	Rev.	Edward	C.	Malesic	
Diocese of Cleveland

Most	Rev.	Michael	Woost	
Diocese of Cleveland

Most	Rev.	Daniel	E.	Thomas	
Diocese of Toledo

Most	Rev.	Jeffrey	M.	Monforton	
Diocese of Steubenville

Most	Rev.	J.	Michael	Botean	
Romanian Catholic Eparchy of St. George 
in Canton

Most	Rev.	Earl	K.	Fernandes	
Diocese of Columbus

Most	Rev.	David	J.	Bonnar	
Diocese of Youngstown

Most	Rev.	Bohdan	J.	Danylo	
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of St. Josaphat 
in Parma

Join Father Tom Chillog 
on	 this	wonderful	 journey	
to one of the most scenic 
regions of Italy! Visit the 
cities and sights of Rome, 
Florence, Lucca, Viareggio, 
Pisa, the Cinque Terre of 
the Italian Riviera, Volterra, 
Siena, Arezzo, and San 
Gimignano from November 
6-18, 2023. The tour price 
is $4977.00 per person in 
double occupancy, including 

roundtrip	air	from	Pittsburgh,	first-class	hotels,	most	meals,	coach	travel,	and	guided	
sightseeing. For a brochure, contact Fr. Chillog (tchillog@stmaryschurchstc.com). 
For	more	information	call	(800)	842-4842	or	email	Jane	(jane@select-intl.com)	at	
Select International Tours or go to the website: selectinternationaltours.com. Tour 
code is: 23JA11ITTC. Initial deposit is due by July 21, 2023.

Ohio bishops are looking for help to 
protect preborn children and women
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Liberty Bank
“Serving the Community Since 1896”

314	Park	Ave.,	Ironton
(740)	532-2856	•	(740)	886-9491

www.libbk.com
 FDIC

For Healing After Abortion
Project Rachel 

Confidential Referral Line
(740) 275-7038

Bishop Monforton’s Schedule

March
4												Mass,	St.	John	the	Baptist	Church,	Churchtown,
              6 p.m.
5												Mass,	Basilica	of	St.	Mary	of	the	Assumption,	
														Marietta,	noon
														Rite	of	Election,	Basilica	of	St.	Mary	of	the	
														Assumption,	Marietta,	1:30	p.m.
6												Mass,	Basilica	of	St.	Mary	of	the	Assumption,	
														Marietta,	7:45	a.m.
7												Mass,	Holy	Rosary	Church,	Steubenville,	7	a.m.
              Finance Council meeting, 9:30 a.m.
														Prayer,	rosary	and	dinner,	Marians	of	the	
               Immaculate Conception, Steubenville, 5:20 p.m.
8													Mass,	Holy	Rosary	Church,	Steubenville,	7	a.m.
														Radio	segment,	WDEO	990	AM,	10:15	a.m.
              Diocesan Information Solutions Community 
              (DISC) planning meeting, 3:30 p.m.
9												Mass,	Daughters	of	Holy	Mary	of	the	Heart	
              of Jesus, Steubenville, 6 p.m.
11										Mass,	Men’s	Day	of	Renewal,	St.	Stephen	
              Church, Caldwell, 2 p.m.
12											Mass,	St.	Joseph	Church,	Bridgeport,	10:30	a.m.
14										Mass,	Holy	Rosary	Church,	Steubenville,	7	a.m.
                  Board of Regents meeting, St. Vincent Seminary,
              Latrobe, Pennsylvania, 10:30 a.m.
15										Mass,	Holy	Rosary	Church,	Steubenville,	7	a.m.
														Radio	segment,	WDEO	990	AM,	10:15	a.m.
              Priests’ Personnel Board virtual meeting,
              11 a.m.
              Diocesan Information Solutions Community
              (DISC) board meeting, 3:30 p.m.
16										Mass,	Franciscan	Sisters	Third	Order	Regular	of
														Penance	of	the	Sorrowful	Mother	motherhouse,	
              Toronto, 7:15 a.m.
              WAOB radio segment, 7:40 a.m., 8:40 a.m. and
              6:40 p.m.
                   U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee
                    on Evangelization and Catechesis virtual meeting,
              10:30 a.m.
              Diocesan Information Solutions Community 
              (DISC) board meeting, 3:30 p.m.
17-18     U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
              Subcommittee on Eastern and Central Europe
              meetings

Men’s Day of Renewal is March 11 in Caldwell
By Matthew A. DiCenzo

Staff writer
	 CALDWELL	—	The	Diocese	of	Steubenville	Men’s	Day	
of	Renewal	will	be	held	March	11	at	St.	Stephen	Church,	
1036 Belford St., Caldwell.
 The return of the annual Lenten retreat, which has not 
been held the past two years because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, was announced by Don Coen, chair of the 
steering committee, and Paul R. Sebastian, a steering 
committee member. Sebastian said this will be the 12th 
Men’s	Day	of	Renewal	since	2010,	and	the	patron	of	the	
event is St. Joseph.
 This year’s theme will be “Living the Cardinal Virtues,” 
and the featured speaker will be John Bergsma, a profes-
sor of theology at Franciscan University of Steubenville. 
He and his wife, Dawn, have eight children and reside in 
Steubenville. 
 Bergsma was a former Protestant pastor and entered the 
Catholic Church in 2001 while receiving his doctorate from 
the University of Notre Dame. A close collaborator of Scott 
Hahn (a professor of theology at Franciscan University), 
he has authored more than a dozen books on Scripture, and 
regularly speaks at conferences and parishes, nationally 
and internationally, as well as on Catholic radio.
 Sebastian said Bergsma will discuss the four cardinal 
virtues	of	prudence,	justice,	fortitude	and	temperance	and	
show “Catholic men are called with urgency to develop 
manly virtue and live a truly virtuous life.”
 Doors will open at 8 a.m. General announcements will 
take	place	at	8:45	a.m.,	and	the	first	talk	will	begin	at	9	
a.m. A reconciliation service will start at 10:30 a.m., with 
confessions being heard from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Lunch will 
begin at 11:30 a.m. The second talk will be given at 1 p.m., 
and a break will take place at 1:45 p.m. Steubenville Bishop 
Jeffrey	M.	Monforton	will	celebrate	a	2	p.m.	Mass,	and	

the	Men’s	Day	of	Renewal	will	conclude	at	3	p.m.
 Tickets cost $25 for adults. Young men, 18 years of 
age and under, can attend for free, as well as clergy and 
religious. A bag lunch will be provided. Checks can be 
made	payable	to	the	Diocese	of	Steubenville	with	“Men’s	
Day of Renewal” written on the memo line of the check. 
Reservations	should	be	mailed	to	Men’s	Day	of	Renewal,	
P.O. Box 54, Beverly, OH 45715. 
 Online registrations are available at www.stpaulcenter.
com/diosteubmdr23.	The	reservation	fee	is	$25	plus	a	$3	
surcharge.
 For additional information, contact Coen by telephoning 
(740) 632-1565 or emailing donandmargcoen@yahoo.
com; contact Sebastian by emailing paulrsebastian@
yahoo.com; or contact Roger Huck by telephoning (740) 
336-9128 or emailing huck4816@gmail.com.

John Bergsma
(Photo provided by Paul R. Sebastian)

Bishop grants dispensation for March 17
 STEUBENVILLE —  Recognizing that St.Patrick’s Day 
falls	on	Friday,	March	17	this	year,	Steubenville	Bishop	
Jeffrey	M.	Monforton	dispenses	the	faithful	entrusted	to	
his care and those Catholics who are within the territory 
of the diocese from the obligation to abstain from meat on 
this day.

Twelve Knights of Columbus enter fourth-degree 

Twelve Knights of Columbus members throughout southeastern Ohio enter the fourth-degree, Feb. 
18, at Christ the King University Parish, Athens. The ceremony was hosted by Knights of Columbus 
Father Frank Patala Council 1716, Athens. With the honor guard being present at Mass, it marked the 
first time the Knights of Columbus led a proces-
sion at Christ the King University Parish. (Photo 
provided)

visit ForYourMarriage.org
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St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Fulda, begins flooring project

Parishioners of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Parish, Fulda, tear out the old carpet in preparation for the new flooring to be installed in the 
church. The parish received permission from Father James M. Dunfee, diocesan vicar general, and the Diocese of Steubenville to move ahead with the 
project, estimated at $65,536. The flooring under the pews and in the sanctuary will be a “wood-look glued down vinyl,” according to Father Thomas A. 
Nelson, pastor of the Noble County Catholic community. Father Nelson said, “From looking at historical photos, it is believed the carpet in the sanctuary 
was installed in the 1971 renovation and the carpet under the pews was installed in the 1984 renovation.” He said Bill Peachy of Fresh Start Flooring in 
Caldwell will be installing the flooring. (Photos provided by Father Nelson)

used it in the Old Testament. Second, it 
is to remind us that God created us from 
the earth and when we die, we will return 
to it. ... God so loves us that, even when 
our bodies return to the dust, our souls are 
meant to live forever with him. The ashes 
symbolize all of this.”
 The bishop read the Gospel and deliv-
ered his homily.
	 Bishop	Monforton	said,	“Lent	is	a	peni-
tential	season,	but	it’s	also	a	joyful	season.”	
He	continued,	“Why	do	we	call	it	a	joyful	
season? What is at the end of Lent? Easter 
– our salvation! That is why Lent is meant 
to	be	a	joyful	season.”
 He discussed almsgiving, fasting and 
prayer. In particular, he focused on a 
certain prayer: the Our Father. The bishop 
walked around the theater and called on the 
students. He asked each student to recite 
the next line of the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
bishop	 reflected	 on	 the	meaning	 of	 the	
words. The following includes each line 
of the prayer with an explanation:
	 •	 “Our	 Father”:	The	 bishop	 said	 St.	
Cyprian	 indicated	 the	prayer	 is	not	 “My	
Father” but “Our Father,” adding: “Every 
time we pray the Our Father, we’re praying 
for the whole church. ... We are saying to 
God, we are part of the church. We are not 
elite. We are together brothers and sisters.”
	 •	“Who	art	in	heaven”:	Bishop	Monforton	
said, “God is there. He is everywhere, but 
he is in heaven. That’s where he wants us 
to be. That is our endgame, is it not?”
	 •	 “Hallowed	be	 thy	name”:	He	 said	 it	
means we should not take “God’s name in 
vain” since it is the “holiest name ever for 
all eternity.”
	 •	“Thy	kingdom	come”:	He	explained,	
“We’re not waiting around until the end. 
We are part of thy kingdom come. Jesus 
has invested us with the ability to bring 
the kingdom here.”
	 •	“Thy	will	be	done”:	The	bishop	said	
it is “not my will be done,” but “thy will 
be done.” He reminded the crowd that we 
must	 “configure	 our	will	 to	God’s	will”	
like	Mary.	The	 bishop	 said	we	 need	 to	
“reconfigure	 our	 spiritual	GPS	 to	 know	

Bishop celebrates Ash Wednesday
From Page 1

exactly what the Lord is asking of us.”
	 •	“On	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven”:	He	said,	
“We do for God’s will” like we would do 
in heaven. He explained how heaven and 
earth met when Jesus was conceived in 

Mary’s	womb.
	 •	 “Give	 us	 this	 day	 our	 daily	 bread”:	
The bishop said, “We are not sovereign 
individuals.” He added, “We are not in 
complete control of our lives. We are 

asking God each day to sustain us,” saying, 
“God, I need you. God, we need you.”
	 •	“And	forgive	us	our	trespasses”:	Bish-
op	Monforton	said,	“Who	doesn’t	want	to	
be forgiven?” He said Lent is a time of 
repentance; for example, we receive pen-
ance when we go to confession.
	 •	 “As	we	 forgive	 those	who	 trespass	
against us”: The bishop said this is “not 
easy,” but “we are called to forgive each 
other.” 
	 •	“Lead	us	not	into	temptation”:	He	said,	
“God is not going to tempt us. He is not 
going to tempt us into sin. What we are 
asking is to protect us from that temptation 
in	the	first	place	because	temptation	leads	
to sin.”
	 •	 “But	 deliver	 us	 from	 evil”:	Bishop	
Monforton	explained	how	Jesus	delivers	
us from evil. He noted how we encounter 
him in confession, with a priest there in 
Jesus’ grace. 
	 •	“Amen”:	He	said	it	means	“yes,	I	be-
lieve.” 
	 Bishop	Monforton	 stated,	 “That	 is	 the	
Lord’s Prayer that you and I are going to 
profess and recite. It is our calling card, so 
to speak. It is our motto; it is our reason for 
meaning.”
 He said, “That is why in this Lenten 
season	we	sacrifice	almsgiving,	fasting	and	
prayer” and “tell God that he matters to us 
and that we need him always.”
	 The	bishop	 shared	what	 he	 prays	first	
each day: “Thank God for this day; may it 
be blessed.” He explained, “I want to begin 
each day with a prayer of gratitude. That’s 
crucial.”
	 Bishop	Monforton	 instructed	 those	 in	
attendance “to travel these 40 days of Lent” 
and to “climb this Easter mountain called 
Lent”	with	grateful	and	joyful	hearts.
 He concluded, “The Our Father is tell-
ing God we love him, he is number one 
in	our	lives	and	as	Mary	said	at	the	An-
nunciation, ‘Be it done to me according 
to thy word.’”
 After a blessing, ashes were distributed 
to the faithful.
 “Remember that you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.”

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton blesses the ashes during Ash 
Wednesday Mass in Berkman Theater, Lanman Hall, at Catholic Central 
High School, Steubenville, Feb. 22.

Bishop Monforton and Father Joshua D. Erickson, chaplain of Catholic 
Central High School and Bishop John King Mussio Central Junior High 
School, Steubenville, distribute ashes. (Photos by DiCenzo)
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Pope says lent is time to let go of the frivolous, to choose truth, love

Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, head of the Apostolic Penitentiary, sprinkles ashes on the head of Pope 
Francis during Ash Wednesday Mass at the Basilica of Santa Sabina in Rome Feb. 22. (CNS photo/
Vatican Media)

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

 ROME — What matters is the truth and the love that 
God sees, not what is superficial, showy and self-centered, 
Pope Francis said during a Mass to mark the beginning of 
Lent.
 Lent is the time, he said, “to proclaim that God alone 
is Lord, to drop the pretense of being self-sufficient and 
the need to put ourselves at the center of things, to be the 
top of the class, to think that by our own abilities we can 
succeed in life and transform the world around us.”
 “How many distractions and trifles distract us from the 
things that really count! How often do we get caught up 
in our own wants and needs, lose sight of the heart of the 
matter, and fail to embrace the true meaning of our lives 
in this world!” he said.
 “Lent is a time of truth, a time to drop the masks we put 
on each day to appear perfect in the eyes of the world,” 
he said, and to “reject lies and hypocrisy. Not the lies and 
hypocrisies of others, but our own.”
 Pope Francis, dressed in the purple vestments of the 
Lenten season, celebrated an Ash Wednesday Mass Feb. 
22 at Rome’s Basilica of Santa Sabina. The liturgy began 
with a procession from the nearby Church of St. Anselm 
on the Aventine Hill. However, Pope Francis did not do 
the traditional walk because a painful knee has limited his 
mobility.
 At the Basilica of Santa Sabina, the pope received ashes 
on the top of his head from Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, who 
also was the main celebrant at the altar. Cardinal Piacenza, 
who is head of the Apostolic Penitentiary, distributed ashes 
to a number of cardinals, bishops and others attending the 
Mass.
 In his homily, the pope said the Lenten period is “the 
favorable time” for returning to what is essential and true, 
and to be reconciled with God and each other.

 The rite of the imposition of ashes reminds people to 
“return to the truth about ourselves,” which is that “the 
Lord alone is God and we are the work of his hands.”
 God, a tender and merciful father, always waits for his 
children to reconcile with him and he “constantly urges us 
not to despair, even when we lie fallen in the dust of our 

weakness and sin.”
 The ashes also invite the faithful to rebuild their relation-
ships with others, he said.
 Lent, the pope said, is a time to “break the chains of our 
individualism” and to rediscover “our companions along 
the journey of each day” through encounter and listening, 
and “to learn once more to love them as brothers and sis-
ters.”
 The three great paths to take on this journey of truth and 
reconciliation, he said, are the paths of almsgiving, prayer 
and fasting.
 However, they must be done with a heart that is truly 
renewed and sincere, he said.
 “All too often, our gestures and rites have no impact 
on our lives; they remain superficial. Perhaps we perform 
them only to gain the admiration or esteem of others,” the 
pope said.
 However, the pope warned, “outward displays, human 
judgments and the world’s approval count for nothing; the 
only thing that truly matters is the truth and love that God 
himself sees.”
 He asked that the faithful use the 40 days of Lent to: 
“rediscover the joy, not of accumulating material goods, 
but of caring for those who are poor and afflicted”; to 
put God at the center of one’s life and pray and dialogue 
with him from the heart; and to become free “from 
the dictatorship of full schedules, crowded agendas 
and superficial needs, and choose the things that truly 
matter.”
 “The ashes we receive this evening tell us that every pre-
sumption of self-sufficiency is false and that self-idolatry 
is destructive, imprisoning us in isolation and loneliness,” 
Pope Francis said. “Life is instead a relationship: we re-
ceive it from God and from our parents, and we can always 
revive and renew it thanks to the Lord and to those he puts 
at our side.”

Bishop blesses Franciscan sisters’ cemetery

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton incenses a statue of Jesus’ crucifixion during the blessing 
of the Franciscan Sisters Third Order of Regular of Penance of the Sorrowful Mother’s cemetery in 
Toronto, Feb. 23. The bishop led an opening prayer in the motherhouse chapel with sisters, priests 
and friends, which was followed by a procession to the cemetery grounds for the dedication. (Photo 
by Sister Sarah Rose Dent)
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 In his theology of the body, Pope John Paul II continues 
to reflect on the epistles of St. Paul. He calls attention again 
to 1 Thessalonians and to 1 Corinthians. He sees in them 
two elements that lead to self-control with regard to lust: 
temperance and respect. Paul refers to these when he says: 
“it is God’s will that you grow in holiness, that you abstain 
from immorality, each of you guarding his do the Gentiles 
who do not know God. ... God has not called us to immoral-
ity but to holiness” (1 Thes 4:3-7); and, again: “We honor 
the members (of the body) we consider less honorable by 
clothing them with greater care, thus bestowing on the less 
presentable a propriety which the more presentable already 
have” (l Cor 12:23-24).
 In the pope’s words: “By means of such respect due to the 
human body, purity 
as a Christian virtue 
is revealed in the 
Pauline letters as 
an effective way to 
become detached 
from what, in the 
human heart, is the fruit of the lust of the flesh. ... (P)urity is 
a capacity centered on the dignity of the body. It is centered 
on the dignity of the person in relation to his own body, to 
the femininity or masculinity which is manifested in the 
body. ... It is a new capacity of the human being, in which 
the gift of the Holy Spirit bears body in sanctity and honor, 
not in passionate desire as fruit.”
 John Paul then turns to a remarkable passage in St. Paul 
in which the Apostle pulls no punches in addressing the 
matter of Christian chastity. It is well-worth quoting in full: 
“Do you not see that your bodies are members of Christ? 
Would you have me take Christ’s members and make 
them members of a prostitute? God forbid! Can you not 
see that the man who is joined to a prostitute becomes one 
body with her? Scripture says, “The two shall become one 
flesh. But whoever is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit 
with him. Shun lewd conduct. Every sin a man commits 

‘The Theology of the Body’
Temples of the Holy Spirit

Bishop Sheldon

is outside his body, but the fornicator sins against his own 
body. You must know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is within the Spirit you have received from 
God. You are not your own. You have been purchased and 
at a price. So glorify God in your body” (1 Cor 6:15-20).
 The Holy Father comments: “The peculiar characteristic 
of the sin that the Apostle stigmatizes here lies in the fact 
that this sin, unlike all others, is against the body (while 
other sins are outside the body). In this way, we find in 
Pauline terminology the motivation for expressions such 
as ‘the sins of the flesh,’ or ‘carnal sins.’ These sins are in 
opposition precisely to that virtue by force of which man 
keeps his body in holiness and honor. Such sins profane 
the body. They deprive the man’s or woman’s body of the 
honor due to it because of the dignity of the person.”
 Mankind is made “in the image and likeness of God,” as 
was pointed out early on in this discussion (see, Genesis, 
Chapter 1, Verse 27). That, alone, gives man’s body a 
special dignity. But, in addition, as baptized Christians we 
have been “born again of water and the Spirit” (Jn 3:5). 

The Holy Spirit has 
infused us with a 
new life: the life of 
members of the body 
of Christ, by which 
we share his life 
through the miracle 

of sanctifying grace. This body of ours is something sacred, 
something not to be profaned or dishonored.
 “It follows that man’s body is no longer just his own,” 
the pope observes. “It deserves that respect whose mani-
festation in the mutual conduct of man, male and female, 
constitutes the virtue of purity.”
 But there’s more to this question of the dignity of the 
human body. John Paul next considers the incarnation and 
redemption by Christ in its relationship with this subject 
of the body and the virtue of chastity. In the incarnation, 
the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity took to himself a 
human body, thereby identifying himself with us and our 
human race. This adds an even further dimension to the 
dignity of our human flesh: We share it with the word of 
God himself. He has made it something far more than it 
was as originally created. In the Mass, as the priest pours 
a few drops of water into the wine before the offertory, 

he says: “By the mystery of this water and wine may we 
come to share the divinity of Christ, who humbled himself 
to share our humanity.” Christ shares our human nature, 
and at the same time shares with us his divine nature. What 
further proof need we of the dignity of our human nature, 
body and all?
 An old principle in theology states that everything that 
the Son assumed in his incarnation, he redeemed. He as-
sumed a complete human nature, meaning a human body 
and a human soul – the whole package, so to speak, just 
like ours. He therefore redeemed the whole package – body 
and soul. The Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it 
this way: “The unique and altogether singular event of the 
Incarnation of the Son of God does not mean that Jesus 
is part God and part man, nor does it imply that he is the 
result of a confused mixture of the divine and the human. 
He became truly man while remaining truly God. Jesus 
Christ is true God and true man” (Paragraph 464).
 Quoting the pope again: “The fact that we were ‘bought 
at a price’ (see, 1 Corinthians, Chapter 6, Verse 20) that is, 
at the price of Christ’s redemption, gives rise to a special 
commitment, the duty of controlling one’s body in holi-
ness and honor. Awareness of the redemption of the body 
operates in the human will in favor of abstention from 
unchastity. It operates in acts for the purpose of causing 
man to acquire an appropriate ability or capacity called the 
virtue of purity.”
 If anyone has any doubt about what the “price” of our 
redemption was, let him see the movie, “The Passion of 
the Christ.”

“He assumed a complete human nature, meaning a human body 
and a human soul – the whole package, so to speak, just like 
ours. He therefore redeemed the whole package – body and soul.”

Ascetics and Aesthetics: the beauty of Lenten discipline

Father Ward

By Father Nicholas S. Ward

 In anticipation of the pilgrimage which I intend to take 
with parishioners to Rome and Assisi next year, I have 
found myself reminiscing on a similar trip I made with my 
seminary classmates in 2018. It was a great experience, 
being able to immerse ourselves in the various ancient and 
holy places we visited, filled with ineffable beauty and 
caked in layers of history (not to mention all the while 
enjoying the local cuisine). There was so much for the soul, 
not to mention the senses to take in. Particularly memo-
rable for me was the papal Mass I was privileged to serve 
at in St. Peter’s, to assist at the high altar in that majestic 

space, seeing the great masterpieces of Michelangelo and 
Bernini all arrayed in magnificent splendor around St. 
Peter’s tomb, with the choir singing and the organ playing 
... truly sublime. 
 As someone who dabbles in art, I have always been 
highly motivated by beauty and have believed in its im-
portance in our world. Dostoevsky said, “Man can live 
without science, he can live without bread, but without 
beauty he could no longer live, because there would no 
longer be anything to do to the world. The whole secret 
is here, the whole of history is here.” In cultivating and 
creating beauty, man shares with God the joy and mission 
of craftsmanship for the sake of communicating the highest 
transcendental principals at the heart of reality. Aesthetics 
are important, in human life and for worship. In his 1999 
letter to artists, Pope St. John Paul II wrote: “Beauty is 
a key to the mystery and a call to transcendence. It is an 
invitation to savor life and to dream of the future.” The 
loveliness we find in creation, and in the created things 
cultivated by man, inspired by God, to create beautiful 
works of art, architecture, literature and poetry, points to 
the beauty of God himself and aids our worship and ap-
preciation of things divine. “How lovely is your dwelling 
place, O Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for 
the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for 

To Page 8

the living God” (Ps 84).  
 And yet, as the psalmist suggests, greater and more 
beautiful than created things is God himself. Indeed, the 
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By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton

 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness, for they shall be satisfied” (Mt 5:6).

 Our world yearns for faithful Christian witness, pilgrims 
with unceasing missionary outreach to a society filled with 
anger and toxic polarization, a people experiencing a de-
clining moral sense of responsibility. As fellow Christians, 
Jesus reminds us that you and I are here to recalibrate 
society’s focus and approach to this God-given gift we 
call life. Together we give people hope in a proximate God 
who has been forgotten, or discarded by many, or simply 
approached when it is convenient for someone. On the 
other hand, we are to share the treasure of our Catholic 
faith.
 As fellow Christians, we live by the corollary that 
implanted deep within us is a deep thirst for God and so 
we endeavor to open the minds and hearts of our brothers 
and sisters to the moral truth, the Gospel of life. As St. 
John Paul II instructed in his 1990 Encyclical Letter, “The 
Mission of the Redeemer,” you and I are at a crossroads of 
history where there is a rapidly collapsing Christian culture 
in much of the west, both in all of Europe as well as in 
North America. Yet, there also is tremendous hope as we 
carry the mantle of Christian encouragement, to encourage 
others to continue their Catholic education beyond their 
childhood years. 
 Cardinal (Raniero) Cantalamessa, the preacher of numer-
ous papal households, underscored the fact that research on 
the historical Jesus has become fashionable today within 
the church as well as outside the church. However, this is no 

Bishop Monforton

innocent pursuit of historical information for it conceals a 
troubling danger: that we can only be authentic if it is traced 
back to the earthly Jesus. The unfortunate consequence is 
we place God in a terrestrial box. Reconstructionism is no 
way the truth that lies within the Gospels. There certainly 
are two ways of interpreting, namely through history and 
through faith; and both intersect in sacred Scripture the 
Bible itself.
 Jesus’ words for us today are again part of his very be-
ing, but also an exhortation for you and I to follow him 
even when the world pushes back at us. This is all the 
more reason for us to deepen our resolve and strengthen 
our fortitude in serving him, even when it is not popular 
within our culture.

2023 Proposed Ballot measure on abortion
 This week we received very troubling news of two 
groups advocating for abortion rights to be permanently 
placed in the Ohio State Constitution (see letter from the 
ohio bishops/Page 2). The very verbiage is under the 
misnomer “a fundamental right to reproductive freedom.” 
The language of the proposed amendment is very similar 
to the Draconian Amendment approved by Michiganders 
last November.
 As fellow Catholics, we must not wait until a potential 
November vote on such a dark and cruel proposal. Our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, warns us time and time again 
to avoid being a “throw-away culture.” Abortion does just 
that. It tells moms and their unborn children they do not 
matter. Abortion asserts that pregnant mothers and their 
unborn children are commodities. Abortion welcomes 
into society the culture of death in which hope is fleeting 
if even apparent at all.

 Please join me in the various initiatives that we walk with 
moms in need. As fellow pilgrims, we accompany pregnant 
mothers, as well as the fathers, and the unborn children 
indicating to them that God does treasure their very lives 
as we do as well. Again, may we come together to not just 
defeat such a dark proposed constitutional amendment, 
but provide encouragement to all our brothers and sisters, 
especially those who are marginalized, that we care for 
them, and that we are here for them, and will never consider 
anybody a throwaway commodity.

Stay holy; stay healthy; stay safe.

Beatitudes

Inclusivity and Love
By Bishop Robert Barron

 I had the privilege of participating in one of the listening 
sessions for the continental phase of the synodal process. 
The basis for our discussion was a lengthy document 
produced by the Vatican after it had compiled data and 
testimony from all over the Catholic world. As I have 
been studying and speaking about synodality, I very much 
enjoyed the exchange of views. But I found myself increas-
ingly uneasy with two words that feature prominently in 
the document and that dominated much of our discussion 
– namely, “inclusivity” and “welcoming.” 
 Again and again, we hear that the church must become 
a more inclusive and welcoming place for a variety of 
groups: women, LGBT+ people, the divorced and civilly 
remarried, etc. But I have yet to come across a precise 
definition of either term. What exactly would a welcoming 
and inclusive church look like? Would it always reach out 
to everyone in a spirit of invitation? If so, the answer seems 
obviously to be yes. Would it always treat everyone, no 

matter their background, ethnicity or sexuality, with respect 
and dignity? If so, again, the answer is yes. Would such a 
church always listen with pastoral attention to the concerns 
of all? If so, affirmative. But would a church exhibiting 
these qualities never pose a moral challenge to those who 
would seek entry? Would it ratify the behavior and life-
style choices of anyone who presented him or herself for 
admission? Would it effectively abandon its own identity 
and structuring logic so as to accommodate any and all who 
come forward? I hope it is equally evident that the answer 
to all those questions is a resounding no. The ambiguity of 
the terms is a problem that could undermine much of the 
synodal process.
 In order to adjudicate this matter, I would suggest that we 
look not so much to the environing culture of the present 
day but to Christ Jesus. His attitude of radical welcome is 
nowhere on clearer display than in his open-table fellow-
ship, that is to say, his consistent practice – countercultural 
in the extreme – to eat and drink not only with the righteous 
but also with sinners, with Pharisees, tax collectors and 
prostitutes. These meals of sacred fellowship Jesus even 
compared to the banquet of heaven. Throughout his public 
ministry, Jesus reached out to those considered unclean or 
wicked: the woman at the well, the man born blind, Zac-
chaeus, the woman caught in adultery, the thief crucified at 
his side, etc. So, there is no question that he was hospitable, 
gracious, and yes, welcoming to all.
 By the same token, this inclusivity of the Lord was 
unambiguously and consistently accompanied by his sum-
mons to conversion. Indeed, the first word out of Jesus’ 
mouth in his inaugural address in the Gospel of Mark is not 
“Welcome!” but rather “Repent!” To the woman caught in 
adultery, he said, “Go and sin no more”; after meeting the 

Lord, Zacchaeus promised to change his sinful ways and 
compensate lavishly for his misdeeds; in the presence of 
Jesus, the good thief acknowledged his own guilt; and the 
risen Christ compelled the chief of the Apostles, who had 
three times denied him, three times to affirm his love. 
 In a word, there is a remarkable balance in the pastoral 
outreach of Jesus between welcome and challenge, between 
outreach and a call to change. This is why I would charac-
terize his approach not simply as “inclusive” or “welcom-
ing,” but rather as loving. Thomas Aquinas reminds us 
that to love is “to will the good of the other.” Accordingly, 
one who truly loves another reaches out in kindness, to 
be sure, but at the same time he does not hesitate, when 
necessary, to correct, to warn, even to judge. My mentor, 
Francis Cardinal George, was once asked why he disliked 
the sentiment behind the song “All Are Welcome.” He 
responded that it overlooked the simple fact that, though 
all are indeed welcome in the church, it is “on Christ’s 
terms, not their own.” 
 An overall concern that I have, very much related to the 
consistent use of the terms “welcoming” and “inclusivity,” 
is the trumping of doctrine, anthropology and real theologi-
cal argument by sentiment, or to put it a bit differently, the 
tendency to psychologize the matters under consideration. 
The church doesn’t prohibit homosexual acts because it 
has an irrational fear of homosexuals; nor does it refuse 
communion to those in irregular marriage arrangements 
because it gets its kicks out of being exclusive; nor does it 
disallow women’s ordination because grumpy old men in 
power just can’t stand women. For each of these positions, 
it articulates arguments based on Scripture, philosophy and 
the theological tradition, and each has been ratified by the 

Bishop Barron To Page 8
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authoritative teaching of bishops in com-
munion with the pope. To throw all these 
settled teachings into question because 
they don’t correspond to the canons of our 
contemporary culture would be to place the 
church into real crisis. And I sincerely do 
not believe that this shaking of the foun-
dations is what Pope Francis had in mind 

when he called for a synod on synodality.

 Bishop Barron is the bishop of Winona-
Rochester, minnesota. He is the founder 
of Word on Fire Catholic ministries, 
headquartered in Des Plaines, Illinois. 
a nonprofit global media apostolate, 
additional information is available at 
www.wordonfire.org.

Inclusivity
From Page 7

By Sister Constance Veit

 Jesus’ Transfiguration is one of the most 
dramatic scenes in the Gospels. It is a 
central image of Lent, reminding us that 
during this season we are invited to ascend 
a high mountain with Jesus to live a unique 
spiritual experience. 
 Pope Francis has chosen the Transfigura-
tion as the theme for his Lenten message 
this year. Highlighting the voice coming 
from the cloud, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; listen to 
him” (Mt 17:5), he asks us to listen to 
Jesus.
 “Lent is a time of grace to the extent that 
we listen to him as he speaks to us” in the 
word of God, which the church offers us 
in the liturgy.
 “May that Word not fall on deaf ears;” 
Francis writes, suggesting that even if we 
cannot attend daily Mass, we can still study 
the daily Bible readings.
 In addition to the Scriptures, he writes, 
“The Lord speaks to us through our 
brothers and sisters, especially in the 
faces and the stories of those who are in 
need.”
 So our first task this Lent is to listen to 
Jesus speaking to us in the Word of God 
and in other people.
 Pope Francis offers us a second Lenten 
proposal. Referring again to the Trans-
figuration, he suggests that we resist the 

Up and Down the Mountain this Lent

Sister Veit

temptation to take refuge in a religiosity 
made up of dramatic, mountaintop experi-
ences, but that we “go down to the plain” 
strengthened by these experiences to be 
“artisans of synodality” in ordinary life.
 As I reflect on this theme, I am trans-
ported back to Lent of 2020, when we were 
suddenly thrust into a surreal situation with 
the onset of COVID-19.
 The first weeks of the pandemic, which 
coincided with Lent, were intense on both 
the spiritual and practical levels. 
 Strangers in hazmat suits walked among 
us in our home for the elderly and we were 
forced to bury ourselves under layers of 
PPE. As COVID struck more and more 
residents, a dark cloud hung over us – a 
mix of grief and fear of the unknown. There 
were also moments of intense light, how-
ever. As we went into lockdown, we were 
deprived of daily Mass, but we watched it 
online each day. We managed to find grace 
and strength through meditation on the 
Lenten readings and spiritual communions. 
 Even as we felt the shadow of death en-
gulfing us, I had a strong sense that Christ 
was present in the midst of it all – not in 
his transfigured or risen glory, but in the 
vulnerability of his passion and death.
 I also had a heightened sense of mission, 
believing that Christ was counting on me 
to love and serve the elderly to the best 
of my ability, despite the many obstacles 
continually posed by COVID.

 Regardless of the seemingly dire cir-
cumstances in which we found ourselves 
that Lent, we never doubted the presence 
of Christ in the person of the elderly, as 
our foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan had always 
said, “Never forget that the poor are Our 
Lord.”
 Now that the pandemic has largely re-
ceded, we have descended the mountain, so 
to speak, back to a more normal life. Yet we 
are confronted with new issues indicating 
that life in our homes will never be quite 
the same.
 Our greatest challenge is the critical 
shortage of qualified caregivers to assist 
us in our apostolate.
 Like half of the nursing homes across the 
United States, our homes have been forced 
to limit the number of new admissions be-
cause we have not been able to recruit and 
retain enough staff members to care for the 

full number of elderly residents we could 
accommodate.
 How can it be, I often ask Our Lord, 
that at the very moment when the needs of 
seniors are greater than ever due to the rav-
ages of the pandemic, and the population 
of older persons is growing exponentially, 
there are fewer caregivers prepared to meet 
their needs?
 Individually and as a society, we need 
to show greater esteem and gratitude to 
caregivers.
 We need to advocate for more education-
al opportunities and incentives for young 
people to enter the field of geriatrics, for 
better working conditions, compensation 
and benefits, and for care and support for 
those experiencing exhaustion or burnout.
 These suggestions may seem like a 
departure from our Lenten theme, but I 
believe that Our Lord is speaking to us 
through the elderly – whom St. Jeanne 
Jugan called the mouthpiece of God – and 
we need to listen. 
 As we deepen the ideal of journeying 
together in a spirit of synodality, let us 
come down from the mountain convinced 
that the eldest members of the human fam-
ily are everyone’s concern. 

 sister Veit is the communications di-
rector for the little sisters of the Poor 
in the united states and an occupational 
therapist.

beautiful things of this world serve only to 
lead us closer to him, to long for him more 
than any earthly consolation. Sad indeed is 
the person who doesn’t allow beauty to aid 
them in their ascent from the earthly to the 
divine, as Pope John Paul states in the same 
letter: “That is why the beauty of created 
things can never fully satisfy. It stirs that 
hidden nostalgia for God which a lover of 
beauty like St. Augustine could express in 
incomparable terms: “Late have I loved 
you, beauty so old and so new: late have I 
loved you! For behold You were within me 
and outside me; and sought you outside, and 
in my unloveliness fell upon those lovely 
things that You had made.” 
 While, as the funeral ritual states, such 
consolations as God sends us in comely 
and comforting things are “signs of your 
goodness and of our fellowship with the 
saints,” they can also be our downfall if we 
forget to seek the one from whom the bless-
ing of loveliness comes, the source of all 
loveliness. We run the risk of becoming like 
daughter Zion in Ezekiel 16, who prizing 
her own beauty and the beauty of the things 
God clothed her in, turns away from God 
and runs to indulgence, and worse: Idolatry 
of creatures instead of worship of the cre-
ator. Wine and song and beautiful things are 
good in and of themselves, but we have to 
remember the tempter who, even from the 
start, has used delightful things to entice us 
to baneful snares, for “the woman saw that 
the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 
gaining wisdom” (Gn 3:6). Therefore, in 

Ascetics and Aesthetics
From Page 6 order to overcome the concupiscible ap-

petites which often rob us of our ability to 
properly appreciate God’s gifts, we have to 
learn to do without them, to gain the free-
dom to be able to reject the consolation of 
our senses by the endless search for spiritual 
goods instead.  Otherwise, we risk being 
ensnared by false beauty, a beauty which 
seeks mastery over us and competes with 
our affections for God.
 In this regard, we should turn to the 
ascetics: the desert fathers and the poor 
monastics who learned to seek the beauty 
of God in noble simplicity and in the 
theological counsels of poverty, chastity 
and obedience. Deprivation of the pleasure 
of our senses, even of our own eyes can 
be beneficial in seeking – and gaining – 
greater spiritual rewards. St. Francis of 
Assisi, at the end of his life and in great 
pain because of his eyes, faced the prospect 
of losing his eyesight bravely, as he said 
to the surgeon who was about to cauterize 
his eyelids shut: “It is not meet, brother 
physician, that for the love of that light 
that we have in common with the flies, 
the visitation of the eternal light should 
be impaired, be it but by little. For the 
spirit did not receive the blessing of light 
for the sake of the flesh, but the flesh for 
the sake of the spirit.” This was not a saint 
who rejected the beauty of creation nor the 
beauty of created things as evil. St. Francis 
composed many canticles on the beauty of 
creation, and in one letter to his brothers, 
bemoaned the shabby state of the altar 
linens and chalices that were being used 
for divine worship. But Francis, among 

the church’s greatest ascetics himself and 
true lover of aesthetics, understood that 
from voluntary deprivation comes the gift 
to see the even greater beauty which exists 
in God. 
 It is in the face of Jesus as we find him 
this Lent, wounded and disfigured for our 
sins, that we can also learn with him the 
necessity of deprivation. Jesus willingly 
laid aside the glorious splendor of paradise 
to live in and redeem a world of compara-
tive ugliness and pain. How willing then 
should we be to live in this world for his 
sake, conscious of the beatific vision to 
follow? I think of this sometimes as I visit 
places which are sadly often quite bereft 
of beauty: hospitals, nursing facilities, the 
homes of parishioners trapped in cycles of 
poverty, neighborhoods which could hardly 
be described as comely places to live. But 
we can enter these places to bring beauty 
here by our love and kindness, and if we can 
bear ourselves to be deprived of momentary 
pleasure for their sake, we will be richly 
rewarded by something our eyes often can’t 
show us, that is the face of Christ.  

 The veiling of statues in Lent, which 
temporarily masks the beauty of our 
churches, teaches us what all our other acts 
of deprivation and abstinence aims to in-
struct: Beyond the curtain of this world lies 
a treasure which we must seek earnestly, 
straining with our whole sight to fix our 
gaze upon it, offering our whole selves in 
pursuit of it. “For all that is in the world, 
sensual lust, enticement for the eyes, and a 
pretentious life, is not from the Father but 
is from the world. Yet the world and its 
enticement are passing away but whoever 
does the will of God remains forever” (1 Jn 
2:16-17). May we then not be deceived by 
passing things, but inspired by the beauty 
of God, persevere in all our good works 
and penances so that with eyes of faith we 
may yet behold our Redeemer with eyes 
for him alone.   

 Father Ward is parochial vicar to 
Father Wayne e. morris, pastor of st. 
ann Parish, Chesapeake; st. Joseph and 
st. lawrence o’Toole parishes, Ironton; 
and st. mary mission, Pine Grove.
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Pastoral and practical: Francis seeks healing, hardline against abuse 

 Do you have a burning desire to serve the mission of a top Catholic 
university? Do you possess a blend of smart technical, strong project 
management and administrative skills, and a heart for servant leadership?

 Franciscan University of Steubenville is looking for a Project Manager 
for the School of Theology and Philosophy. The PM will be provide 
project management and administrative support for the School, including 
the Dean and Department Heads; and will help to coordinate internships, 
practicum, and job opportunities. The PM will directly manage student 
workers, direct Graduate Assistants, and provide oversight for those 
providing administrative support in daily operations.
     
	 Candidate	must	have	proficiency	with	Microsoft	Office	Suite,	Microsoft	
Teams, and adoption of new technologies, Excellent oral and written 
communication, writing/proofreading ability, and most importantly, must 
embrace, understand and desire to promote the University’s mission.

	 Our	Total	 Rewards	 include	 excellent	 benefits	 and	 tuition-waiver	
program.

 Candidates must submit an online application, a resume, list of 
references,	and	cover	 letter	 that	demonstrates	 their	fit	 for	 the	position	
based on their experience, accomplishments, and skills, as well as their 
desire to advance the mission of Franciscan University.

	 Apply	 online	 at:	 https://franciscan.edu/project-manager-school-of-
theology-and-philosophy/

 Franciscan University of Steubenville is committed to principles of 
equal opportunity and is an equal opportunity employer.

Project Manager
School of Theology and Philosophy
Franciscan University of Steubenville

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis has 
held up two recurring images the past 
decade: the good shepherd who looks for 
the lost sheep, and who lays down his life 
to defend and save them; and the good 
Samaritan, who did not ignore, pity or 
judge the wounded traveler, but helped him 
without asking for anything in return.
 “God thinks like the Samaritan” and 
“God thinks like the shepherd,” the pope 
said	in	his	first	general	audience	talk	March	
27, 2013, calling on everyone to enter 
“more deeply into the logic of God” in their 
daily lives.
 It is this same “logic” of God’s love 
and protection that Pope Francis has used 
to address the abuse crisis in the Catholic 
Church.
 “The hallmark” of the pope’s approach 
is the way he listens to survivors and 
understands “how deep the wounds go,” 
said Jesuit Father Hans Zollner, a leading 
safeguarding expert and a member of the 
Pontifical	Commission	for	the	Protection	
of Minors since its establishment in 2014.
 “He doesn’t run away, he listens care-
fully” with great empathy, and he regularly 
meets with survivors privately, Father Zoll-
ner told Catholic News Service. “He’s a 
model for each (person) within the church 
and especially those in authority.”
 It is indicative of his desire for the church 
to	be	a	field	hospital,	Deacon	Bernie	No-
jadera, executive director of the Secretariat 
for Child and Youth Protection at the U.S. 
Conference	of	Catholic	Bishops,	told	CNS.
 “He modeled humility and was able to 
say sorry when he was wrong,” Nojadera 
said. “He has asked for help and has sought 
advice from our sisters and brothers who 
have been harmed, molested or abused by 
the church and its members.”
 The pope has insisted that by meeting 
personally with survivors and learning 
“to weep,” leaders will understand the full 
gravity of abuse and, therefore, want to 
help the wounded, eradicate the evil and 
make amends.
 This is the roadmap for action he clearly 
outlined in his homily at Mass celebrated 
in his residence with a group of clergy sex 
abuse victims in 2014.
 The Lord tells Peter, “’Go back and feed 
my sheep’ – and I would add – ‘let no wolf 
enter the sheepfold,’” the pope said, asking 
for “the grace to weep, the grace for the 
church to weep and make reparation for 
her sons and daughters who betrayed their 
mission, who abused innocent persons.”

 In that homily, Pope Francis called the 
sexual abuse of minors not just a grave sin, 
but a “crime” so “despicable” it is akin to 
“a sacrilegious cult.” He promised “zero 
tolerance,” saying “there is no place in 
the church’s ministry for those who com-
mit these abuses, and I commit myself not 
to tolerate harm done to a minor by any 
individual.”
	 Bishops	must	foster	the	protection	of	mi-
nors “and they will be held accountable,” 
he	warned,	delivering	on	that	promise	five	
years later with “Vos Estis Lux Mundi,” 
which	revised	and	clarified	norms	and	pro-
cedures for holding bishops and religious 
superiors accountable.
 Pope Francis has built on the foundation 
left	by	his	predecessor,	Pope	Benedict	XVI,	
said Father Zollner, who is director of the 
Institute of Anthropology: Interdisciplin-
ary Studies on Human Dignity and Care 
at	Rome’s	Pontifical	Gregorian	University.
 Pope Francis put the problem of abuse 
and the need to protect the most vulner-
able “on the agenda of the global church,” 
Father Zollner said. It was a point he drove 
home when he convened a summit in 2019 
for the presidents of bishops’ conferences, 
representatives of religious orders and 
heads	of	Vatican	offices	demanding	con-
crete action by everyone.
 Mark Joseph Williams, a survivor of 
clergy sex abuse, who serves as special 
adviser to Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of 
Newark, New Jersey, told CNS that the 
pope is “a man of mercy and has shown 
the global church why it is so critical to 
listen to the voices of victims/survivors.”
 “Most certainly, the synod on synodal-
ity journey has much promise to embrace 
those so hurt by the church,” he said, and, 
at the same time, “realize that this same 

church that failed so many, like me, can be 
the haven for healing, a place for greater 
prevention, a sanctuary for sustained jus-
tice.”
 Father Zollner said Pope Francis “has 
changed church law more than his prede-
cessors have” regarding abuse.
 His 2016 motu proprio, “As a Loving 
Mother,” expanded on canon law that 
allows for the removal of bishops and su-
periors for serious negligence or “lack of 
diligence”	in	the	exercise	of	their	office,	in	
particular in regard to the sexual abuse of 
minors.
 The document together with “Vos Es-
tis Lux Mundi” aim to correct what had 
been a lack of or unclear procedures for 

investigating the way a bishop or religious 
superior complies with norms and clearly 
expresses the consequences of noncompli-
ance	or	cover-ups.
 The pope also waived the obligation of 
secrecy for those who report having been 
sexually abused by a priest and for those 
who testify in a church trial or process 
having to do with clerical sexual abuse. 
While	Vatican	 officials	 are	 still	 obliged	
to maintain confidentiality, the change 
removes	potential	conflicts	with	civil	laws,	
including on mandatory reporting, and with 
following civil court orders, such as turning 
over documents considered as potential 
evidence.
	 Abolishing	the	pontifical	secret	in	cases	
of sexual violence and abuse of minors by 
clergy was a fundamental change, Father 
Zollner	 said,	 because	 it	 reaffirmed	 “that	
state law has to be respected and followed 
independently from what the church thinks 
about it and does” regarding its own laws.
 “Pope Francis has moved mountains 
when it comes to the clergy abuse crisis 
across the entire church,” Williams said. 
“I have personally felt his healing balm in 
word and deed.”
 “There is still a lot to do,” Father Zollner 
said.
 Laws and guidelines alone do not change 
habits and mentalities, he said. “We need 
to form a new generation of church lead-
ers” so that the old “culture of silence” 
is replaced by a culture of healing and 
safeguarding.

Jesuit Father Hans Zollner
(CNS photo/Robert Duncan)
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Up and down the diocese
 Adena/Dillonvale — Stations of the 
Cross,	 followed	 by	Benediction	 of	 the	
Blessed	Sacrament,	will	 be	 prayed	 at	 3	
p.m., Fridays during Lent, at St. Casimir 
Church, Adena, and St. Adalbert Church, 
Dillonvale.	Stations	and	Benediction	will	
be alternated between the two locations 
each week with March 3 taking place at 
St. Adalbert Church.
 Athens	—	Lenten	fish	fries,	sponsored	
by Knights of Columbus Father Frank 
Patala Council 1716 with help from the 
Catholic Woman’s Club, Catholic Ladies 
of	 Columbia	 and	 the	Ohio	University	
Catholics,	will	take	place	from	4:30-6:30	
p.m., Fridays during Lent through March 
31, in the Holy Family Center. Dinners cost 
$10.	The	menu	includes	baked	or	fried	fish,	
baked potato or French fries and coleslaw.
 Bellaire/Shadyside — Members of 
the Caring Crafters, a group formed by 
parishioners	of	St.	 John	Parish,	Bellaire,	
and St. Mary Parish, Shadyside, are sell-
ing purple and white Easter crosses made 
of plastic on a medal frame. The crosses 
are 26 inches by 15 inches. Cost is $20 
each.	Order	 forms	 are	 available	 at	 both	
churches. For additional information, tele-
phone	the	parish	office	at	(740)	676-0051. 
 Colerain — Stations of the Cross will 
be prayed at 5:15 p.m., Wednesdays during 
Lent, at St. Frances Cabrini Church.
 Confessions will be heard at 6:30 p.m., 
March 29, at St. Frances Cabrini Church.
 Ironton — A parish mission, “Seven 
Capital	Virtues:	Overcoming	 the	 Seven	
Capital	 Sins,”	will	 take	 place	 from	7-8	
p.m.,	March	26-29,	at	St.	Joseph	Church;	
adoration and confessions will be held 
prior to the mission at 6 p.m. The mission 
will be preached by Congregation of the 
Priests	 of	Mercy	 Father	Ben	Cameron.	
The presentations will discuss “Humility 
and	Meekness:	Overcoming	 Pride	 and	
Anger”; “Generosity and Temperance: 
Overcoming	Avarice	 and	 Gluttony”;	
“Chasity:	Overcoming	Lust”;	 “Brotherly	
Love	and	Diligence:	Overcoming	Envy	and	
Sloth”; and “The Holy Eucharist: Fount 
of	All	Virtue.”	Reliquaries	 of	 the	 saints	
will be on display in Mother’s Chapel, as 
well as religious articles for sale. A light 
reception will follow the March 29 talk. 
For additional information, telephone the 
parish	office	at	(740)	532-0712.
 Lowell	—	Our	Lady	of	Mercy	Parish	
will	sponsor	fish	fries	from	4:30-7:30	p.m.,	
March 3, March 17 and March 31. Adult 
dinners cost $12 and children under the age 
of	12	can	eat	for	$6.	A	drive-through	pick	
up will available for all to go meals; cost 
is $12 for a meal. For additional informa-
tion,	 telephone	 the	parish	office	at	 (740)	
896-2207.

Knights of Columbus Msgr. Joseph F. Dooley Council 4361, Mingo 
Junction, awards five $200 scholarships to students attending Catholic 
Central High School, Steubenville. Pictured in the front row, from left, 
are Jude Lucas, principal of Catholic Central High School and Bishop 
John King Mussio Central Junior High School, Steubenville; Baci 
Carpico, past state deputy of the Ohio Knights of Columbus and cur-
rent trustee of the council; Shawn Zarych, Grand Knight; and Marcella 
Balzano. Pictured in the back row, from left, are Gina Crust, Dominic 
Libetti, Brendan Grimm and Andrew Dorsey. Carpico said that this is the 
ninth consecutive year that the Knights have provided tuition money 
to Catholic Central students. (Photo provided by Alisha Teramana)

Knights award five scholarships

 A Lenten ecumenical service will be held 
at	7	p.m.,	March	14,	at	Our	Lady	of	Mercy	
Church. A supper will take place prior to 
the service at 6 p.m.
 Marietta — St. Mary School will hold 
fish fries, Fridays during Lent through 
March 31, at the school’s parish center. 
Dinners	will	be	served	from	5-7	p.m.	and	
will be available for dine in, takeout or by 
drive through (alley from Montgomery 
Street).	Adult	dinners	(baked	or	fried	fish)	
cost $13; dinners for seniors (60 or older) 
and college students cost $11; and children, 
ages 10 and under, can eat for $7. A des-
sert costs $1.50 and a slice of Pizza Place 
pizza costs $2. For additional information, 
telephone	(740)	374-8181.
 In school and parish registration for the 
2023-24	 school	year	 at	St.	Mary	School	
is taking place through March 10, and 
open registration will begin March 13. 
For additional information or to make an 
appointment to tour the school, telephone 
(740)	374-8181	or	email	Tammi	Bradley	
at tammibradley@stmaryscatholic.org.
 St. Mary School’s “Home and School 

Organization”	is	sponsoring	a	Sarris	Can-
dies	fundraiser	through	April	2.	Ordering	is	
available online at www.sarriscandiesfun-
draising.com. The candy will be shipped 
directly to the patron with a $5 handling fee 
within 72 hours. The school’s organization 
will receive 25% of the proceeds from the 

order	when	the	group	identification	number	
10-3985	is	entered.	For	additional	informa-
tion, email brimoore@stmaryscatholic.org.
 Shadyside — St. Mary Parish will spon-
sor	fish	fries	from	11	a.m.-6	p.m.,	Fridays	
during Lent through March 31. For ad-
ditional information or to place an order, 
telephone	(740)	340-5061.
 St. Clairsville — Stations of the Cross 
will be prayed at 2 p.m., Wednesdays dur-
ing Lent, and at 6:30 p.m., Fridays during 
Lent, at St. Mary Church.
 Confessions will be heard at 6 p.m., 
March	27,	and	from	noon-2	p.m.,	April	7,	
at St. Mary Church.
 Steubenville — Mother of Hope Dean-
ery Council of Catholic Women will hold 
a meeting at 1:30 p.m., March 19, at St. 
Peter Church.
 Tiltonsville — Stations of the Cross 
will be prayed at 6:30 p.m., Fridays during 
Lent, at St. Joseph Church.
	 On	March	 4,	 the	 4	 p.m.	Mass	 at	 St.	
Joseph Church will change to 4:30 p.m. 
and	remain	at	 that	 time	through	Oct.	28.	
Confessions will be adjusted accordingly 
and	heard	from	3:45-4:15	p.m.
 Wintersville — Stations of the Cross 
will be prayed at 3 p.m., Fridays during 
Lent,	at	Blessed	Sacrament	Church	and	at	
7	p.m.,	Fridays	during	Lent,	at	Our	Lady	
of Lourdes Church.
 Eucharistic adoration will be held from 
7-8	a.m.,	prior	to	daily	Masses,	at	Blessed	
Sacrament Church. Adoration will be 
held	from	5:30-8:30	p.m.,	Wednesdays,	at	
Blessed	Sacrament	Church.
 Woodsfield — Stations of the Cross will 
be prayed at 6 p.m., Fridays during Lent, 
at St. Sylvester Church.
	 Prior	 to	 the	 8:30	 a.m.	Mass	 in	Latin,	
March 4, at St. Sylvester Church, the ro-
sary will be prayed in Latin at 7:30 a.m. 
Confessions will be heard before Mass as 
well.

Around and About
 Steubenville	—	A	girls	Bible	study	 is	
being	held	from	3:30-4:30	p.m.,	Thursdays	
through May 4, at the Sycamore Youth 
Center, 301 N. Fourth St. Classes will be 

led by Shari Prichard, Lacey Kepner and 
Paula LeMasters. For additional informa-
tion or to register, visit www.sycamorecen-
ter.com/classes.

A “Penny War” at St. Joseph Central High School, Ironton, raises 
$700 during Catholic Schools Week. The students donated the money 
to the Ironton Police Department’s K-9 unit. (Photo provided)

Students help police department
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	 MARIETTA	—	Members	 of	 the	Boy	
Scouts of America can obtain religious em-
blems, including the Ad Altare Dei emblem.
 Joel Erb and Kelly Faires, members of 
the	Basilica	of	St.	Mary	of	the	Assumption,	
Marietta, and registered adult leaders in the 
Boy	Scouts	of	America,	Muskingum	Valley	
Council,	River	Trails	District,	are	trained	
counselors for religious emblems who 
are organizing an Ad Altare Dei religious 
emblem program online.
 The Ad Altare Dei emblem was approved 
to be worn on a Scout’s uniform Dec. 
14,	1939,	by	the	Boy	Scouts	of	America	

Scouts in the diocese have opportunity to receive Ad Altare Dei emblem
executive	board.	It	was	not	only	the	first	
Catholic	 emblem,	 but	 the	 first	 religious	
emblem by any religious organization, 
according to information from Faires.
 A document from the counselors states 
the emblem is “designed for a young per-
son	who	 is	Roman	Catholic	 and	who	 is	
registered	in	a	BSA	Troop,	Venturing	Crew	
or	Sea	Scout	Ship.	The	ideal	age	is	13-15,	
but older scouts may participate.” It reads: 
“The purpose of earning the Ad Altare Dei 
emblem is to enlighten the Scout to take an 
active role in living his Catholic Christian 
faith. With a religious emblems counselor, 

the Scout meets requirements in eight steps 
covering the seven sacraments. The Scout 
must work with a trained, registered reli-
gious emblems counselor.”
 Erb and Faires noted anyone in the Dio-
cese of Steubenville can participate.
 Erb and Faires intend “to allow for the 
greatest number of interested Scouts to 
participate without travel being an issue” 
by using an electronic version of the Ad 
Altare Dei Youth Manual. Each Scout 

will use their own electronic workbook 
and must use a device (computer, tablet or 
smartphone) to access the program. Virtual 
meetings via Zoom will also be planned.
 Faires said, “We are very happy to pro-
vide our Scouts this opportunity.” 
 For additional information about the 
program, as well as eligibility and re-
quirements, contact Faires by emailing 
fairesk231@gmail.com and write “AAD” 
in the subject line of the email.

Obituaries

 Rita Bowman, 71, St. Mary, Shadyside, 
Jan. 13.
 Susan Falbo, 64, St. Mary, Shadyside, 
Feb. 6.
 Patrick I. Freeman Jr., 70, Amsterdam, 
St. Joseph, Jan. 13.
 Bridget M. Ghenne, 59, Toronto, St. 
Francis of Assisi, Feb. 19.
 JoAnn “Josie” Glauser,	 89,	Triumph	
of the Cross, Steubenville, Feb. 1.
 Evelyn Kuehn Hawn,	96,	Basilica	of	St.	

Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, Feb. 11.
 Sharon Noe Heiss,	83,	Basilica	of	St.	
Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, Feb. 7.
 John M. Lane, 92, Wheeling, W.Va., St. 
Joseph,	Bridgeport,	Feb.	17.
 Daniel “Bub” Meeker,	80,	St.	Joseph,	
Tiltonsville, Feb. 5.
 Pasquale “Patsy” Minella,	84,	Triumph	
of the Cross, Steubenville, Jan. 23.
 Ann J. Molesky, 62, Triumph of the 
Cross,	Steubenville,	Feb.	8.
 Helen Morgan, 97, St. Mary, Shadyside, 
Dec. 22.
 Madeline A. Perhacs, 71, Triumph of 
the Cross, Steubenville, Feb. 15.
 Belva A. Sack,	 88,	Amsterdam,	 St.	
Joseph, Feb. 16.
 Mary Jane Schultz,	86,	Amsterdam,	St.	
Joseph, Jan. 20.
 Andrew J. Semancik,	79,	Bridgeport,	
St. Joseph, Feb.17.
 Connie Karavas Stagani,	87,	Toronto,	
St. Francis of Assisi, Feb. 1.
 Thomas Strussion, 76, St. John, 
Bellaire,	Feb.	11.

 Edward V. Batt	 of	 Defiance,	 Ohio	
–	 brother	 of	 Father	Anthony	R.	Batt,	 a	
Diocese of Steubenville priest retired from 
active parish ministry – died Feb. 17 at the 
age	of	85.
	 Batt	was	born	Sept.	15,	1937,	in	Defi-
ance	to	Virgil	and	Rosa	Batt.	He	served	in	
the	U.S.	Army	from	1961-65.	Batt	was	a	
member	of	St.	John	Parish,	Defiance.
 A funeral Mass was celebrated Feb. 21 
at	 St.	 Isidore	Church,	with	 Father	Batt	
officiating.	Burial	will	follow	the	service	
at the church cemetery.

Sister Teresa Reyes
(Photo provided)

	 TORONTO	—	Franciscan	Sister	Third	
Order	Regular	of	Penance	of	the	Sorrowful	
Mother	Teresa	Reyes	died	Feb.	20	at	the	
age	of	38.
	 She	was	born	Nov.	29,	1984,	in	Passaic,	
New	Jersey,	the	third	child	of	Pedro	Reyes	
and Maria Vera. 
 A 2003, graduate of Passaic High 
School, Passaic, New Jersey, she was 
involved as a core team member in the 
youth program at St. Anthony of 
Padua Parish in Passaic.
	 While	 attending	 Rutgers	
University in New Jersey, 
she majored in sociology. 
The summer before her 
junior year, she read the 
autobiography of St. Therese 
of Lisieux. Later that year, 
she was introduced to the 
Brotherhood	of	Hope,	a	religious	
community of brothers who 
ministered on campus. Through 
their witness, she began to be 
drawn to religious life. 
 After graduating in 2007, and she served 
as a missionary for two years at Florida 
State University, Tallahassee, Florida, 
with	the	Brotherhood	of	Hope,	where	she	
continued to discern a call to religious life.
 She returned home to be with family and 
to work at her home parish for a time.
 She entered the Franciscan Sister Third 

Order	Regular	of	Penance	of	the	Sorrowful	
Mother, Aug. 14, 2011. When she became 
a novice, took the name Sister Teresa after 
her patron, St. Therese of Lisieux. She 
professed	 first	 vows	Aug.	 5,	 2014,	 and	
perpetual vows July 6, 2019. 
 Some of Sister Teresa’s ministry as-
signments included service to the poor 
of downtown Steubenville and of Nica-
ragua	and	Romania	on	mission	trips.	She	

spent a number of years working in 
campus ministry at Franciscan 

University of Steubenville and 
in Gaming, Austria, where 
she particularly enjoyed 
women’s ministry. In her 
community, she served in 
many areas, including vo-
cations, liturgy and most 

recently as the Sister Servant 
of Postulants.

Sister Teresa was preceded 
in death by her grandmother, 
Maria Jimenez Vera, and other 
grandparents. 

 She is survived by her father and mother; 
her	brothers,	Pablo	and	Edwin	Reyes;	20	
aunts	 and	 uncles;	 68	 first	 cousins;	 and	
many family members and friends, includ-
ing the Franciscan Sisters.
 A funeral Mass was celebrated Feb. 27 in 
Father of Mercy Chapel at the Franciscan 
Sisters’ motherhouse.

Sister Teresa Reyes dies at age 38

Virginia Ferrell, a parishioner of Blessed Sacrament Parish, Wintersville, 
second from left, is honored during the celebration of Mass, Feb. 25, with 
gifts and cards for her birthday. Ferrell turned 100 years old, March 1. Pic-
tured with Ferrell, from left, are Deacon Stephen T. Frezza; Father Michael 
W. Gossett, pastor of Blessed Sacrament and Our Lady of Lourdes parishes, 
Wintersville; Rosalie Falbo, immediate past president of Blessed Sacra-
ment Catholic Woman’s Club; and Father Joshua D. Erickson, parochial 
vicar to Father Gossett and Diocese of Steubenville director of vocations. 
(Photo provided)

Blessed Sacrament honors parishioner

 VATICAN CITY — “It is very sad to 
see the church as if it were a parliament,” 
which is what happens when Catholics rely 
more on their personal opinions than on the 
Holy Spirit, Pope Francis said.
 “The church is something else; it is a 
community of men and women who be-
lieve in and proclaim Jesus Christ, moved 
by the Holy Spirit and not by their own 
ideas,” he said Feb. 22 at his weekly gen-
eral audience.
 Without listening together to the Spirit, 
he said, the church runs the risk of falling 
prey to “ideological divisions” and argu-
ments based on whether one considers 
oneself a “conservative” or “progressive,” 
he	 said.	 “But	where	 is	 the	Holy	Spirit?	

Pope Francis: The Spirit helps the 
church avoid ‘ideological divisions’

Watch out, the Gospel is not an idea or an 
ideology, it is a proclamation that touches 
and	changes	your	heart.	But	if	you	hide	in	
an idea, whether it’s of right or left or cen-
ter, you are making the Gospel a political 
party, an ideology or a social club.”
 Pope Francis asked the thousands of 
pilgrims and visitors in the audience hall, 
“How many of us pray to the Holy Spirit? 
‘No, father, I pray to Mary, I pray to the 
saints, I pray to Jesus, sometimes I say the 
Lord’s Prayer so I pray to the Father,’” he 
imagined some of them responding.
	 But	it	is	the	Holy	Spirit	“who	moves	your	
heart, who carries you forward, gives you 
consolation and the desire to evangelize 
and be a missionary,” he said.

Children dressed in costumes attend a “Mardi Gras” celebration at Our 
Lady of Mercy Church hall, Lowell, Feb. 19. Traditional “Mardi Gras” foods, 
including jambalaya with shrimp or sausage, rice, cornbread and various 
soups were served as well as a variety of other dishes and desserts. The 
children colored pictures, made crowns, played games and received prizes. 
They also formed a parade throughout the hall. (Photo provided)

Parish holds ‘Mardi Gras’ celebration
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religion with his Christian girlfriend. “I felt Catholicism 
was right for me,” Lane said. He went on to say, “The 
OCIA	process	has	furthered	my	faith	in	the	Lord.”	He	also	
gave credit to Father Drake A. McCalister, parochial vicar 
at Holy Family Parish, Steubenville, the parish he plans to 
join, for teaching him about the Catholic faith.
 The rite began with Sunday’s readings, responsorial 
psalm	and	Gospel.	Bishop	Monforton	then	began	his	hom-
ily, saying, “Walk with Jesus daily in prayer. He raises us 
and everything around us.” He added, “The season of Lent 
should be for you and me a journey of discovery.”
 Following the homily, the celebration of election 
began. The catechumens were presented to the bishop 
and	 then	 called	 for	 affirmation	 by	 the	 godparents	 and	
assembly. The bishop then invited the catechumens to 
come	forward	and	offer	their	names	for	enrollment.	The	
catechumens then became the elect. The elect of each 
parish, with their director and sponsor, then came forward 
and	presented	the	Book	of	the	Elect	to	Bishop	Monforton.	
After the bishop signed the book, he gave each group the 

sign of peace.
 The celebration of the Call to Continuing Conversion  
began after the enrollment and the act of admission for the 
catechumens. The candidates were then presented, and the 
sponsors	and	assembly	affirmed	they	were	ready	to	join	
the	church	in	full	communion.	Then,	the	Act	of	Recogni-
tion took place for the candidates. The bishop said, “My 
dear candidates, the church recognizes your desire to be 
sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit and to have a place at 
Christ’s Eucharistic table. Join with us this Lent in a spirit 
of repentance. Hear the Lord’s call to conversion and be 
faithful to your baptismal covenant.” The candidates then 
walked to the step of the sanctuary and the bishop greeted 
them with the sign of peace.
	 Bishop	Monforton	then	instructed	the	sponsors	to	contin-
ue their support of the candidates. Then, the intercessions 
for the elect and candidates were prayed. The bishop then 
prayed over the elect and candidates and gave his blessing 
to the congregation. 
 Those parishes and university in attendance in Mingo 
Junction	were	St.	John,	Bellaire,	and	St.	Mary,	Shadyside,	

two catechumens and two candidates; St. Agnes, Mingo 
Junction, one candidate; St. Mary, St. Clairsville, two 
catechumens and one candidate; Franciscan University 
of Steubenville, two catechumens and two candidates; 
Holy Family, Steubenville, three catechumens and two 
candidates; St. Joseph, Tiltonsville, three catechumens; 
and	Blessed	Sacrament,	Wintersville,	 two	 catechumens	
and two candidates.
	 At	 the	Basilica	 of	 St.	Mary	 of	 the	Assumption,	 five	
catechumens and 11 candidates plan to become Catholics 
at that parish.
	 Other	 parishes	 expected	 in	 attendance	 at	 the	 basilica	
are Christ the King and St. Paul, Athens, and Sacred 
Heart, Pomeroy, one catechumen and six candidates; the 
Noble	County	parishes	of	Corpus	Christi,	Belle	Valley,	
St. Stephen, Caldwell, St. Michael, Carlisle, and St. Mary 
of the Immaculate Conception, Fulda, three catechumens 
and	 two	 candidates;	Christ	Our	Light,	Cambridge,	 two	
catechumens; St. Joseph and St. Lawrence, Ironton, one 
catechumen and six candidates; and St. Ambrose, Little 
Hocking, one catechumen and eight candidates.

Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton, left photo, is pictured with catechumens, candidates and their sponsors at the Rite of Election at 
St. Agnes Church, Mingo Junction, Feb. 26. Catechumens and candidates from St. Mary Parish, Shadyside, right photo, gather with their sponsors and 
families for lunch at St. Agnes parish hall, prior to the rite. (Photos by Father Drake A. McCalister/Orsatti)
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